BOSWELL S LIFE OF JOHNSON
pany, 'Madam, I have but nine-pence in ready money, but I
can draw for a thousand pounds.' I observed, that Goldsmith
had a great deal of gold in his cabinet, but, not content with
that, was always taking out his purse. JOHNSON. Tes, Sir,
and that so often an empty purse !*
It may also be observed, that Goldsmith was sometimes
content to be treated with an easy familiarity, but, upon
occasions, would be consequential and important. An in-
stance of this occurred in a small particular. Johnson had a
way of contracting the names of his friends; as Beauclerk,
Beau; Boswell, Bozzy; Langton, Lanky; Murphy, Mur;
Sheridan, Sherry. I remember one day, when Tom Davies
was telling that Dr Johnson said, 'We are all in labour for a
name to Goldy's play,5 Goldsmith seemed displeased that
such a liberty should be taken with his name, and said, 'I
have often desired him not to call me Goldy.' Tom was re-
markably attentive to the most minute circumstance about
Johnson. I recollect his telling me once, on my arrival in
London, 'Sir, our great friend has made an improvement on
his appellation of old Mr Sheridan. He calls him now Sherry
derry.3
I have known Johnson at times exceedingly diverted at
what seemed to others a very small sport. He now laughed
immoderately without any reason that we could perceive, at
our friend's [Langton's] making his will; called him the
testator, and added. fl dare say, he thinks he has done a
mighty thing. He won't stay till he gets home to his seat in the
country, to produce this wonderful deed: he'll call up the
landlord of the first inn on the road; and, after a suitable
preface upon mortality and the uncertainty of life, will tell
him that he should not delay making his will: and here. Sir,
will he say, is my will, which I have just made, with the
assistance of one of the ablest lawyers in the kingdom; and
he will read it to him (laughing all the time). He believes he
has made this will; but he did not make it: you, Chambers,
made it for him. I trust you have had more conscience than
to make him say, "being of sound understanding;" ha, ha,
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